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This question of how to manage 
RIFA in pastures is coming up 
more and more frequently.  
Generally the $20—$30 per acre, 
per year cost of treating pastures 
for RIFA is prohibitive for those 
desiring to make a profit from 
their pastures and hayfields. 

For those still interested in 
treating, the principles of RIFA 
management stay the same as 
with any other environment or 
habitat. 

Two basic choices are available 
individual mound treatments 
( IMT) or  broadcast bait 
treatments.   

The only products labeled for 
pastures contain the active 
ingredients  Hydromethylnon, 
Methoprene, Pyriproxyfen, 
Spinosad and Sevin.   

Hydromethylnon, Pyriproxyfen, 
and Methoprene are baits 
suitable and labeled for 
broadcast treatments.  Spinosad 
is a bait labeled for IMT, and 
Sevin is an IMT drench.    

There are, of course, numerous 
formulations of Sevin on the 
market.  Charles Barr with Texas 
A&M did some tests with several 
and found them all to be effective 
on mounds treated.  There have 
been label changes recently and 
the only one I found with 
pastures still on the label was the 
80S as an Individual Mound 
Treatment (IMT).  The label reads 
8.4 grams per gallon, and a 

"drench of 2 gallons per mound or at 
least a quart per six inches of 
mound diameter . . ."  IMT's do 
effectively kill individual mounds 
that are treated.  It, however, is 
rarely practical in an area the size of 
most pastures.  This may be 
worthwhile to take out the pesky 
ones around the fences and gates.  I 
think it is unlikely to reduce the 
population to an acceptable level 
since any mound you don't treat is 
unaffected. 

Now to the baits where this gets 
complicated.   

Methoprene is an insect growth 
regulator.  It has a very broad label 
to include pastures.  It is labeled for 
broadcast applications.  Generally, 
the research shows this to act very 
slowly, but may provide suppression 
for up to a year.  In the Areawide 
program I began to see differences in 
mounds within four weeks, but the 
colonies were not dead.  Colonies 
began to produce primarily alate 
larvae.  They have a supplemental 
label that allows the product to be 
mixed with other baits at a 1:1 ratio 
and a total application of  1.5 lbs per 
acre i.e. 0.75lbs Extinguish and 0.75 
lbs "other bait".  The reasoning is 
when combined with a faster acting 
bait you will get a faster effect and a 
longer suppression. 

In the spring of 2006 Pyriproxyfen 
became available on pastures as 
Esteem® Ant Bait.  This bait has 
been around for awhile as Distance® 
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in the Turfgrass industry.  It is the product they 
are using in Taiwan and Australia in their 
respective fire ant eradication programs.  It is and 
insect growth regulator (IGR) and thus works 
slowly, but thoroughly. 

Hydromethylnon is sold under several labels  
Amdro®, Amdro Pro®, Siege Pro®, and Probait® 
(to name a few).  The formulation is 0.73% active 
ingredient on all of these, however, the label varies 
considerably regarding pastures.  Probait® does 
not have pastures on the label at all.  Amdro has it 
for “non-grazed and companion animals (horses 
and llamas) that are not intended for food.”  For 
example, I would interpret this to mean that if I 
have a goat intended for mowing purposes 
Amdro® is acceptable.  If the goat is intended for 
meat or milk then Amdro is not acceptable.  
Amdro Pro and Siege Pro® both have pastures on 
the label.  They are not to be applied directly to the 
animal and there is a 12 hour REI on them.  There 
are also restrictions regarding frequency and total 
product applied per year.   

An alternative to mixing the baits might be to 
treat with the IGR in the fall (Sep/Oct) and the 
toxin in the spring (Mid April - June). 

So let's boil this down to a recommendation.   
First, they need to evaluate the situation and 

determine if treatment is necessary or viable.  Cost 
may be an issue, particularly in larger areas.  Cost 
of bait applications including equipment, labor 
and material is probably going to get close to $15 - 
$20 per acre depending upon products and 
methods.  They may need to treat more than once 
a year to obtain satisfactory levels.   

Second, where is the greatest impact?  Examine 
the cost to equipment, personnel, and animal.  
While it may not be profitable to treat the entire 
pasture it may be worthwhile to treat areas where 
the risks are concentrated such as corrals, stock 
yards etc.  It may be worthwhile to treat those 
colonies at the gates where workers are likely to 
have a fire ant encounter or areas where 
equipment is maintained, or electric fences that 
may be disabled due to fire ants etc.  Hence, an 
evaluation may lead to the conclusion that the 
greatest impact may be obtained by a partial 
treatment. 

Third, once one decides to treat I would go to the 
Two Step approach - Bait for larger areas, IMT for 
individual mounds that create a problem.  When 
choosing a bait check the label carefully for 
the intended use before you purchase!  This 
includes the area to be treated as well as mixing 
the baits.  As you know there are frequent changes 

Treating Pastures for RIFA (Continued from page 1) so the only conclusive means is to read the label 
on the stuff you are purchasing. 

For broadcast treatments seeder type 
spreaders such as the “Herd seeder” work well.  
Several models are available at http://
www.herdseeder.com/  The opening should be a 
minimum 1/8 inch.  A speed of 6—9 miles per 
hour is necessary to reach the proper 
calibration.  The speed can be reduced by 
treating every other swath a.k.a. skip swath 
treatments.  

For areas greater than 100 acres aerial 
treatments may 
be practical and 
cost effective.  
The cost varies 
depending upon 
the vendor and 
area to be 
treated, but in 
general the cost 
is $17 – $19 per 
acre. 
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Amdro 
Hydromethylnon 
(Toxicant) 

Broadcast Bait 
 
Companion animals and 
animals not intended for food 
or food product. 

Amdro Pro 
Hydromethylnon 
(Toxicant) 

Broadcast Bait 
 
Labeled for Pastures and 
Hayfields.  12 hour REI 

Seige Pro 
Hydromethylnon 
(Toxicant) 

Broadcast Bait 
 
Labeled for Pastures and 
Hayfields.  12 hour REI 

Extinguish 
Methoprene  
(IGR) 

Broadcast Bait, Slow acting, 
may give longer suppression 
of population.  Can be “tank” 
mixed with other baits.   

Justice 
Spinosad 

IMT only in pastures 

Sevin 80S 
Carbaryl 

IMT drench only 

Esteem 
Pyriproxifen 
(IGR) 

Broadcast Bait 
 
Labeled for Pastures, and 
Rangeland as well as a 
variety of Vegetables 

Summary of RIFA products labeled for Pastures 


